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B-3396 - B-3398 1845-1872 
1032-1018 Riverside Ave. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

1030-1032 Riverside Ave. is a pair of three story, two bay wide brick houses 
with gable roofs, whose combined first floor area now serves as a corner tavern. 
The houses were built in the late 1840's. To the north, at 1018-1028 Riverside Ave. 
there is a row of three story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and 
bracketed cornices, built as a unit in the early 1870's by John Knoch, a local 
house builder, for Nicholas Popplein. 
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This pair of three story, two bay brick houses with gable roofs was built in 
the late 1840's and for some thirty years was the only structure occupying this 
end of Cross St. Both of the houses have been covered with formstone and the 
combined first floor areas have been converted into a neighborhood bar. The pair 
occupies the north-west corner of Cross St. and Riverside Ave. 

The houses are three stories in height, 1032 Riverside is 16'wide, 1030 is 1 
14' wide, and" both occupy lots 80' deep. Each house is two rooms deep and has a 
two story high, four bay deep rear addition. The houses are constructed in running 
bond but the Riverside Ave. facades have been covered with formstone and the Cross 
St. facade of 1032 has been stuccoed. The low-pitched gable roof has a simpleemetal 
cornice!'framed bŷ one:".erid .bracket with;,"anthemion...."0. 1030 Riverside has a single 
rectangular chimney located along both the front and rear roof gables on the north 
side of the house. Both houses have rear end chimneys located at the west end of 
the rear additions. 1032 Riverside has a double hooded rear end chimney; 1030 
Riverside has a single covered rear end chimney. 

Although the original treatment of the door and window lintels and sills has 
been hidden by the formstone covering, it appears that the windows on the Riverside 
Ave. facade had segmentally arched brick lintels and the windows on the Cross St. 
facade had flat lintels. The second story windows on the Riverside Ave. facade 
are filled with 2/2 sash; the third floor windows are filled with 1/1 sash. All 
of the window openings of 1030 Riverside have been filled in and covered with 
formstone. The first floor areas of both houses have been converted into a local 
bar. There are two modern flush doors, one located at 1030 Riverside beneath a 
single light transom, and one located at 1032 Riverside, set diagonally to the main 
facades, under the corner of the house. The entire store-front area of 1032 
Riverside has been faced with modern brick and there are two small windows set in 
each bay. There is another small window, surrounded by glass blocks, set to the 
right of the door at 1030 Riverside. A modern "cornice" of wood siding extends 
across both the Riverside Ave. and Cross St. facades of the store-front at 1032 
Riverside. Both entrances are reached directly from the sidewalk. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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This pair of houses is significant as being representative of a large group 
of such houses built in the 1840's and 1850's in the area immediately surrounding 
the Cross St. Market to serve as combination store-front/residences. Although this 
house was somewhat isolated from the center of commerce around Light and Charles Sts. 
it still served the same function of providing space for the influx of small shop­
keepers who were moving into the area to serve the needs of the growing community. 
The first floor area served as a store-front and the family lived on the floors above. 

The houses may have been built by Popplein after he acquired the property in 1844, 
r they may have been built by the previous owner, a James Mitchell.1 In 1854 Popplein 
sold the houses to Jacob Vogelgesang, who operated a grocery at this location in 
the 1850's and 1860's. The next owner of the house, a George Warner, also operated 
a grocery here, in the 1870's and 1880's.2 

• 

'"Baltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 347, Fol io 468 

2 
I b i d . , Liber ED 65 , Fol io 141; GR 404, Fo l io 25; Balt imore City D i r e c t o r y , 1860, 1864, 

1868-69, 1871 
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